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Jesus, the Perfect Gift
‘Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.’- James 1:17.

On Christmas Day quite some years ago, my sister Pat and I were hiking in 
the Fox Glacier region of New Zealand. We had overspent on our teachers’ 
college-based budget and had planned a low-key Christmas celebration 
as we waited for our parents ‘rescue package’ to arrive. Our gifts to each 
other were to be decidedly modest, yet thoughtful -- mine a Phantom 
comic, Pat’s- several liquorice sticks. 

‘People of all ages like to give and receive gifts. When we give someone a 
gift we try to find something that will be particularly meaningful or useful 
to the recipient- something pretty ‘special’ that they might always associate 
with the giver.

But our gifts often wear out. They have to be replaced. Gifts are intended 
to point to the person who gives them to us. James reminds us that God’s 
gifts are good and perfect as He is. To an extent even greater than a loving 
parent, God knows what is best for us. He knows what we need most. He 
even knew that before we would recognise and trust Him as our Father, 
he would have to redeem and restore us as His children- and He did so 
through the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God gives us the 
righteousness of His Son, and in doing that He gives us an eternal life with 
Him.  This perfect gift is unchanging, like Him who gives it to us.

Heavenly Father, keep our eyes and hearts focussed this Christmas 
season, not so much on the gifts that we receive, but on You as the giver 
of all that is good, most especially the gift of life in Jesus Christ. Amen.’

Adapted from ‘Best-loved passages of the Bible- a devotional’ By David 
Lumpp. (CPH.pub).

Submitted by Kym Mickan

Upcoming Events
WEEK 8
FRI 6 DEC
• Assembly General Presentation
• School reports sent home
• Shed Men

WEEK 9
MON 9 DEC
• Move up Morning
TUE 10 DEC
• Class Parties
• School Tour 9.15am
• Senior Celebration
WED 11 DEC
• End of Year Service at Endeavour 7:00pm
• Term 4 Concludes

WEEK 1, TERM 1 2020
MON 27 JAN
• Australia Day Public Holiday
TUE 28 JAN
• Pupil Free Day
WED 29 JAN
• Term 1 commences (Yrs 1-6)
WED 29 - 31 JAN
• Reception School Visits

WEEK 2
MON 3 FEB
• Reception School Visits

TUE 4 FEB
• Receptions First Day



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Cubby building with the Receptions
• Year 3 Planetarium Excursion

From the Principal
END OF YEAR STUDENT WORK
As we near the end of the year, we begin to prepare 
for 2020. The final week will be a busy one, with 
final touches on student work, as well as packing up 
classrooms ready for the Christmas break. As with most 
years at St Paul, there will be classroom and teacher 
changes, and many items to be moved and stored. 
You may notice that students are bringing home some 
completed books and other items so that they don’t 
have incredibly heavy bags in the final days of school. 
When your child brings home their work, I encourage 
you to spend some time with them exploring their 
work. If the items are too large to keep forever, a 
photograph can be a great way to create a memory 
of it. Your acknowledgement and discussion of your 
child’s learning is an invaluable part of their journey as 
a learner.

MASTER PLANNING
Some of you have been viewing our vision board in 
the corridor near the canteen with interest and I’m 
grateful to those of you who have made contact to 
ask questions about the process or give suggestions. 
Our leadership team along with council members are 
now working with the architects to develop a plan for 
possible future plan for St Paul’s facilities.  If you would 
like to give input, comment, or provide additional 
images or examples of schools or spaces of interest, 
please feel free to email me: principal@stpaulba.sa.edu.
au.

Leila Mattner|Principal

From the Deputy Principal
ASSEMBLY IN WEEK 8
This week we celebrate our Presentation Assembly.
School Captains for 2020 will be announced and
presented, the Magazine cover will be revealed and
other student groups such as SRC, Choir and Chapel

Band will also be recognised.
It has been fantastic to see so many parents and 
friends on Wednesday and Friday mornings over 
the course of the year. Thank you for supporting 
the students and teachers who spend so much time 
preparing and rehearsing for these events.

END OF YEAR SERVICE
Our End-of-Year Service, including the Year Six
Graduation, takes place at 7:00pm on Wednesday 11
December in the Endeavour Centre, Endeavour College.
This is a final worship service for all students and is
compulsory school event for students in Reception to
Year 6. If you are unable to attend please email your
child’s class teacher as soon as possible.
Students are required to wear official summer uniform
on the night. Students may wear their P.E uniform
during the day on Wednesday so their summer uniform
is clean for the evening service. On arrival at the
Endeavour Centre, children are to assemble in class
groups, outside the main entrance, by 6:40 pm.
Families of graduating students are invited to gather
in the Endeavour Centre foyer for pre-service
refreshments from 6:00pm. Year 6 parents are given
first access to the auditorium at 6:30 pm. Remaining
families will be permitted to enter the foyer from 6:30
pm, before being seated from 6:40 pm.

NEW COMMUNITY NAMES
As shared previously, St Paul will have 5 new community 
names next year, replacing our three Sports Day 
teams. We are very excited by the possibilities of these 
communities and the impact it will have on wellbeing 
at St Paul. The outstanding work of the Year 6 teachers 
and students, looking at the history and the future of St 
Paul, brought some amazing ideas to fruition. The new 
community identities, will be grounded in the colours 
and writing of Martin Luther and the Luther Rose 
and the Kaurna names of animals that inhabit Kaurna 
land. The Year 6 students believe that these identities 
represent the heritage of the school and the land that 
it sits on whilst also acknowledging importance of this 
relationship and reconciliation in the future. Of course, 



Lutheran missionaries Teichelmann and Schürmann 
were instrumental in documenting the Kaurna language 
at a time in history where is was under threat, and 
these new identities continue the relationship between 
the Lutheran faith and the Kaurna Language. 
We are honoured that Kaurna Warra Karrpanthi (KWK) 
have given their blessing for the use of these names. 
Kaurna Warra Karrpanthi is the leading group dedicated 
to Kaurna language revitalisation and maintenance 
process. 
Each new Community will have its own ‘story’ with direct 
reference to the Bible and the writing of Martin Luther 
and the logos are all designed by students also.
Our new Communities are…

KURRAKA (MAGPIE): BLACK

Martin Luther: A Black cross…so 
that I myself would be reminded 
that faith in the Crucified saves us.

Romans 10:10 New 
International Version (NIV)

For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is 

with your mouth that you profess your faith and are 
saved.

KADLI (DINGO): GOLD

Luther: A golden ring, 
symbolizing that such 
blessedness in Heaven lasts 
forever and has no end.

James 1:12 New International 
Version (NIV)

Blessed is the one who 
perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, 
that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord 
has promised to those who love him

YALTU (PELICAN): WHITE

Luther: A white rose, to show 
that faith gives joy, comfort, and 
peace.

John 14:27 New International 
Version (NIV)

Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid.

NANTU (KANGAROO): RED

Luther: It leaves the heart in its 
natural colour.

Luke 8:15 (NIV)

But the seed on good soil stands 
for those with a noble and good 
heart, who hear the word, retain 

it, and by persevering produce a crop.

KARI (EMU): SKY BLUE

Luther: A sky-blue field, 
symbolizing that such joy in spirit 
and faith is a beginning of the 
heavenly future joy, which begins 
already, but is grasped in hope, 
not yet revealed.

Romans 15:13 New International Version (NIV)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal



From the Wellbeing Leader
CONCERT DVDS 
There are still a few ‘Mad Mad Movies’ concert DVDs 
available from the front office for $25 each.

STATIONERY FOR 2020
Please note that this year there will not be individual 
stationery/booklists sent home for 2020. The teachers 
will order bulk stationery for the class which will be 
used next year.

RECEPTION CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Congratulations to the Reception students for their 
Christmas Concert performance this morning. A huge 
thanks to the teachers, support staff and parents for 
your support and encouragement. A special mention to 
Ms Sarah Williams for her enthusiasm, dedication and 
coordination of this performance.

2020 NETBALL AND CRICKET REGISTRATION FORMS
2020 netball and cricket registration forms have been 
sent home to all existing players. Please return these 
by the relevant due date. If your child has expressed 
an interest in either netball or cricket and is new to the 
sport, please collect a registration form from the office.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
LIBRARY RESOURCES DUE FOR RETURN

All library resources – books, CDs, DVDs and Take 
Home Readers are due back this week. Students with 
overdue resources will receive an overdue notice 
on Thursday and I ask that they please return their 
items immediately. Please contact me if you have any 
questions about your child’s overdue resources. 

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

THE PLANETARIUM

“When the Scientist spoke about all the interesting 
planets, she inspired me to be a Scientist when I grow 
up.  I learnt that the Earth actually needed to be tilted 
and the thing that helps Earth tilt is an axis. But also, 
what helped the Earth to tilt was a really BIG meteor.” 
Submitted by Celia 

“At the Planetarium we talked about space. 
Mary showed us pictures of the stars and some 
constellations. We watched a movie called Tilt. It was 
very entertaining.” 

Submitted by Charlize

“Mary told us about the earth being straight and a 
gigantic meteor hit the earth and tilted it 23.5 degrees. 
She also told us that when it is Winter in the North Pole 
and Antarctica, there is no sun and it is dark all the 
time.”  

Submitted by Miguel

“The Planetarium was a fun experience and a nice way 
to learn.” 

Submitted by Danica 

LIONS CHRISTMAS CAKES AND PUDDINGS

Lions christmas cakes and puddings are available to 
purchase from the school office. (Cash only)

GIFTS OF GRACE
Are you looking for a Christmas gift that keeps on 
giving? Maybe a goat, water for life or a chicken farm. 
Pick up a Gifts of Grace catalogue from the school 
office. For more information alws.org.au/grace

SHED MEN

When: Friday 6 Dec @ 6:30pm
Where: Leon’s House - 49 Lionel Ave, Blair Athol (come
down side of the house)
What: Bring some meat for the BBQ and some of your
favourite beverages. This will be the last Shed Men BBQ
for 2019 - this is a great opportunity to meet some of 
the other St Paul Shed Men. All are welcome.
Regards, Leon Semmens, 0432 575 126

http://alws.org.au/grace


St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ST PAUL CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
The following St Paul Lutheran Church services will be held over the 
Christmas Season. We would love to have you join us.

Children’s Christmas Service: 

Sunday 22 December at 9:30am 

Christmas Eve Service: 

Tuesday 24 December at 7:30pm 

Christmas Day Service: 

Wednesday 25 December at 9:30am 

SPY
St Paul Youth for young people in Years 6-8 is meeting this Friday 6 
December, 7-9pm in the Church hall. Cost $2.00  Join Ebony, Renate 
and Nicole for some fun and faith talks (and Sardines)!  This will be our 
last youth night for 2019.  Please contact Nicole for details, as we will be 
heading out mobile 0412 686 342

CHRISTMAS HAMPER WISH LIST – LUTHERAN COMMUNITY CARE
Our St Paul congregation supports the LCC Christmas Hamper Wish List 
Program and we are a collection location here at Blair Athol. If you would 
like to contribute and donate any of the listed items, we would be most 
grateful for your support. There is a box for donations in the Front Office 
and we will be collecting until Monday 2 December (Week 8).

SPIN CAMP – REGISTRATIONS OPEN
A four day, three night camp for young people in school in Years 4-6 (in 
2019).  The camp is held at Camp Kedron in Barmera, 7-10 January 2020.  
The theme is Radical Adventure.  Fee $190.  A bus ride is available from 
Adelaide additional $15 each way. For more information, please see Nicole 
Hall.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lions Christmas Cakes 
and Puddings 

 
1.5kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$17.00 
1 kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$13.00 
Traditional Christmas Pudding  

 

$13.00 
 

Available from the office…(Cash Only) 
 


